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Die Mercurii 28. Augufti , 1646. 
KA xXRdered by the C ommons 
"affembled in P ARLIA MENT, 
That Mr. Blakéston doe from this. 
Houfe give Thankesto Mr. Bur- 
roughes, for the great paines he 
~ tooke in the Sermon he preached | 
this day at the intreaty ofthis Houfe 
at “Margarets W eftmintter, (it be- 
ing the day of Publique Humilia- 
tion) and todefire him to print his. 
Sermon. . WR 


Hen. Elfynge (Lr. Parl. dom. Com. 


F 

SE RM ON 

EREACHED BEFORE THE 
HONORABLE HOUSE OF. 


Commons 


Affembled in PARLIAMEN T, 


At cheir late ſolemn Faſt. Auguſt 26. 
| 1646. m 
In &Margarets W'eftminfter. 
— ñ —— 
SIS BurRROUGHES. | 


| P RO. 14. 34. 
hl e | exalieth 4 Nati, | but finne is 4 reproach to 


any people. 
LONDO X; 
Printed by Mastbew Simmons , for Hanns Allen, 
at theGrowne | in Popes-bead- Alley. 1 6 4 6. 
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WirezcetoState affaires, are 
BY [ithe ordinary theame of fer- 


ties of moralitie, in refe- 


non, preached to men in 


TEES 


4 he Epiſtle Pedierory 


for God as this. I have in this Sermon le- 


gen withmy endeavours inthis, knowing 
that if this prevede 1n-your hearts, it wi 
be a mighty principle, not onely to carry 
you on fronelyi in the works of righteouf- 
nefe and judgement between man and 
War, but tomake yor farttwall in them, 


Tau diligeat.atemtions to the pkeucb- 


it. they ble 


ing of this righteou)nefs of Chrift which 


. indeed the ſiſe ofthe Gael) as alfoof 


the righteou{ne/s between man and man, 

mhich i the life of d bo politique , as it 

Was a nm encouragement to me preach 
Sur A bl fed Gud to many by 


whofe: Truths feüktio in, and taking ius 

yen wpon your dears ss A Gori]! and 
bas Gapelbe hfted un by yon jf your righe 
handsbe fid of ng hte cmd. e 
n, the W. SGN. 


éd God that they perceived 


T The Silii vf Chap sre ; 


juſti- 


— 


besPecy.man aed d oA ju fft 
before men;and vcceptable nm God ir à 


Hour fleengtb and fafetié in dangerous ` 
twist. V hade Ae & Mi JOLE- Jop. 
1» 


ig A 
. e i 


phis cenceraimg Herod tbe 


The Epiſtie Digficatbly. 


— —— ate 


Juſtißfcation before God; 1 le 


ntiq. 
b. 1 5. ' 


waking a Ferch to his Army bath thy .. 


- pafe Some men will fay chat riglit 


and equitie is on our fide, But that the 


greater nunrber.of men And meanes 


ateyuiteshens\ but chis their fpeech 


is unworthy of my followers ; for 


withthofe vishrwhonjuficeis with: — 
thalé alfo is God; und where God is, 
there neithe Wants mefltitude nor 


fortipde, Dalh hhecodfapebirtbom 


much more ij this expected from q by 


Jod and men! Jou have a full and large 


0 a things in your 
Generation, towards the fulfilling of the 


promiſe of the New Heavens and the aris: 
j- d ; — l 13; 


D eti 
— ou uF E * 
C 4 * t Fd ê 
1 * N ` . 
$ * 1. “4 127 ' . ‘J 1 * 


new 


T... — 


i 


| 


new Earth, wherein righteoufneffe 


. The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


fhall dwell , which ^ — of the 
Saints hunger and thir ft after:you haue 
their prayers watered With their teares. 
They are your Incouragement,let them 
be your Ingagement ; let the feare of the ' 
great God, of the great truſt committed 
to you, be mighty upon you. The Cord 
fhew you what ů to be done inſuch atime 
as thu. Ihe Lord be your arme every 
morning, Iſa. 33. 2. That you may be a 
blefing tous and tbe ¶ Briſtian world, 
that the Saints may ever bleffe you and 
the children not yet borne , may here- 
after ariſe and blefe GOD for you. 
7. ir hath been and [ball be the pray-. 
„ — 7 7 a Modo 


>, L ` 
„ vom hondurt humble ſervant | 
P for Chrift, KS : l 
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SERMON. PREACHED 
AT THELATE FASTBEFORE 
the Co mM ons Houfeof PARLIAMENT. 

te MATT H. y. VER | "m 
Bleſſed are they which doe b; d ibi Righte. 
pii. e, for 160 ſball be filed, ur ii v que 


2 du now faft, the Argument of ny Text, is 
hunger and. thirſt; Iam new preaching to tha 
M oh High Court of Juſtice, and whats more fata. 
ANA ble then to preach of righteoufnefle ? you are 
CHiN hungering and chirfting , and whats more. . 
a feafonable-for one who is to fpeake to your 
YP (oules , then to · endeavour the turning of the: 
hunger and thirft of your bodies; to ſoule- 
hunger and thrift? And if your fodles hunger and thirft jit is pitie 
that they fhould hunger and thirft after any thing but righteout- 
neſſe; for nothing elfe can fatisfie them. - Wee read in the 15 Chap. 
of this Gofpel , offoure thoufand men, befides women and chil- ` 
dren, thgt were ready to faint for hunger; and Chrift had con- 
paffion upon them; oh that I could (ee in this numerous Audi- 
. tory , many gafping this day for meat for their ſoules ! I feare not 
LM God hath fent m wich chis day, willfatisfie every one of 


F ſhall not fatisfie wántons; who play with their meat, but what 
I . fhall bring in the Name of God, I doubt not but may ſatisſie eve- 
ry hungry foule. : MENFE E pU 
Wee ars this day about a bleſſed work, even the feeking the face 
tor Gombe 999 eae a p ba we ae dd» 
sad B The 


` 


A Sermon preached at the late Faſt, 


—ä————— —ä—ä ; — 
The words I have read, are the words of our bleſſed Saviour 
The hunger and thirſt here is bleſſed. The Perſons are bleſſed. The 


promife is bleffsd; all that wee have to doe with, is bleffed this day. 


Fobn preached to his difciples in a terrible manner ; Ob generation 
of Vipers, who bath forewarned you to flie from the wrah tio come ? Now 
4 tbe axe laid to the root of the tree. Many of.Chrifts Auditors had 
been Johns, and being terrified by his. Miniftery , Chriſt conveys 
the truths that he preaches unto them in a way of bleffing ; while he 
tells them what they ought to doc , hetells chem how bleffed they 
ſhould be in doing. a 

The words are a part of che Sermon of Chrift himſelſe; He is the 
wifdome of the Father, he knows the Father, none knows him but 
he, and he to whom hereveales him ; He knows all the Counfells 
and thoughts of the Father concerning our eternall eftates ; He 
faith , that t»batfoever be had beard of tbe Father, that be told to bis 


"Difciplet. Behold, here he is preaching. My Text a part of the mot 


heavenly, and largeft Sermon, chat ever he preached, that is record- 
ed. In the 61. of Jai. beginning, He is anointed to preach; and in the 
40 Pfalme, he is faid to be a preacher of Rigbteoufneffe. What he is A- 
nointed to doe, and what is prophecied of him, that here he doth. 
This day he is preaching rigbteouſueſſe to hungry and thirſty foules. 
Chrift in the 8 of Dan. 13. is called the Speaker, Another Saint faid 
10 the fpeaker. And the Apoftle feemes to allude to that Scripture 
in the 12 of che Heb. 25. See yee refuſe not him that fpeaketh. See yee 
refule not the fpeaker. In the 24 verfe of chis Chap. it's faid , Chrift 
opened bis mouth and taught: noting the (erioufüef 

as wee ufe to fay, Wee faw it with our eyes, Wee heard fuch a thing 


with our eares. 


It was a mercy that Chrift. had his mouth now opened. The 
Scribes and Pharifees wanted not malice to have ſtopt it. It's a mer- 
cy that the faichfull Minifters of Chrift have their mouths open. 


e of what he faid; 


And bleffed be God for you, that you have ftopt the mouths of | 


thoſe that heretofore have ftopt theirs. I remember, I have read of 
the godly people in Chryfoftomes time, that were fo troubled at the 
very thought of the ftopping of the mouth of Cbryfofleme, that they 
ufed to fay, that it were better that the very Sunne did withdraw 
her light, then that the mouth of Jobs Chryfoftome ſhould be ftopt ; 
fo did they prize the opening of the mouth of that — A 


L- 


per She: 


2 ) 


before tbe C ommons Houfe of Parliament. 


Chrift. In the 6. of Lal. 20. where wee have the fame Sermon res 


corded (though there are fome different thoughts of Interpreters 


about it , but I have no time to anfwer the objections , they may 
eafily be taken away , wee will take it for the prefent for. the fame) 
It is faid, Chrift lifted up bis eyes upon bis Difciples, when he thus 


preached to them. Chrifts eyes fparkled with wiſdome and holi- 


nefle ; wifdome makes the face ofmancofhine , Rev. 1. 14 His eyes 
were a flame of fire. There is a great deale of power in the very eyes 
of a faithfull Minifter, faftened upon the people. In the 13. of the 
AGs , g. verf. wee read of Paul, that he faſtened his eyes upon Elymas, 
and faith , Ob thom fill of all miſchief and fubtilty. He was very loath to 
lofe fo great a prize, a great man, à man in office, a Deputy that ber 
gan to imbrace the Gofpel, when he fau danger to lofe him his fpi- 
rit was raifed, he faſtened his eyes with indignation upon Elymas. 

The time when Chrift preached this Sermon, was after he had 


been at prayer all night together; for fo you find in the 6 of Luke, 


12, 13. 20. verſes. 

5 s 1. wee have long Prayer juftified, upon extraordinary oc- 
caſions. ; 

2. The heart of Chrift was ſo full with that that concern'd the 
glory of his Father, and the good of his Church, that he {pends 
a whole night in prayer: Oh confider of this you who (pend nights 
in chambering and wantonneſſe, the Lord Jefus {pent nights in 
prayer. ME b | 

Further, he fpent a whole nightin prayer when he was to chufe 


his twelve in the morning to fend them abroad; it was furely for 


the preparation for fome great work, the Lord Chri& lookt upon 
it as the weightieft worke next to his owne mediation that ever 


was done in the world, che fending bis Apoſtles abroad. Surely 


the worke of the Miniftery is a great and a weighty work, doe not 


ſleight it. Chrift prays all night to prepare them, and for a blef- - 


fing upon them ; and after this hisprayerhe preaches this Sermon, 


: though his body might be weary, n he preaches ; Minifters and 


others fhould not be too dainty of their bodies, they fhould {pend 


‘time in prayer, and though the flefh be weary, yet fet upon the 


worke God fets them about, and venture their healths wich God. 
Ies true, your worke wearies your bodies, yet remember Chrift was 
not dainty ef his. And wi a Sermon doth . Chrift preach after 

: | B 2 | he 


hem . 


. * 


4 eA Sermon preached at the late Faſt, me 
ue * aera eens E — D i un 
he had ipent fo much time in prayer? Minifters certainly would 


Preach beiter „if they prayed more; thofe Sermons that come 
from hearts heated with prayer, lie warmeſt at the Auditors 


bearte. When a Minifter fall come up into the Pulpit, with his - 
heart reeking in prayer, thats the Sermon that’s like to doe moft 


good. 2M HE | | 
Ihe {cope of his Sermon, isto thew wherein bleſſedneſſe con- 


fifts ; onely Chrift (hewsus how wee ſhould be hieſſed; che Philofo- 
pher by ſtrength of reafon, beats the buth,. hut the Chriſtian 
by faith catches the bird; Oh che convicions that many have had 
of Bleſſedneſſe by the Minihry of the Gofpel, though their hearts 
have been running out after vanitie and folly all their dayes before, 
the Gofpel hath {howne unto them the glory of God, and what 
the excellency of mans nature iscapable of, and that hath given a 
mighty turne to thelr hearts; And bleffed therfore are they that 
heare the Gofpel,-and imbrace it. In the 11. of Luk, 27. Bleſſed is 

the -wombe that bare thee, (faith (ome of Chrifts Auditors) and the 


“paps that gave thee fuck : Nay, faith Chrift, Bleffed are tbey that beare 


the word ef God‘ and keepit. Its a more bleffed thing to heare the 
Gofpel, and imbrace it, then to have Chriſt conceived in your 
wombs, then to give fuck to Chriſt. What woman but would ace: 


count that a bleſſed thing, if Chrift had been conceived in her 


wombe; and if her paps had given Chrift fuck ? If you heare the 
Gofpe!,:and imbrace it; you are more bleſſed then if you had ſuch 
a bleſſing granted to yon by God; and what a bleffed worke is ic 
then to fend the Gofpel abroad, that men may know wherein 
bleſſedneſſe confifts ? Oh lee not differences in matters of leſſer mo- 


ment hinder the fending abroad, and the {preading of the bleſſed 
5 Many of you, I verily beleeve, have had the bleſſing of the 
Soſpel, 


you have found it a bleſſed Gofpel to your foules, had it 


not been pitie that matters of ſmaller difference had been fo ftood 


upon, fo as to have hindered the preaching of the Golpel to your 
ſoules? Doe not fome of you fay, I would not for ten thouſand 
worlds, but the Gofpel had come into the place where I live, I ne- 
ver knew what bleſſedneſſe meant, nor how I ſhould come to be 


leſſed, till I heard the Gofpel ? The luſtre and glory that there ia 


in the Gofpel, commonly ftirres the hearts of people at firſt. In the 
ar Gah 15 Wir the dafur. fe f aa f der f 
NN , ve: 
A D M 2 


te 


- *. . before the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 5 
have faid, Oh the bleſſed things that the Gofpel hath reveabd to 
us, wee never heard of fuch things before; oh bleffed be the time, 
and bleſſed be the meanes whereby this was ſent to us, and bleſſed 
be the men that came with ſuch a meſſage unto us, to ſnew us how 
Wee may come everlaſtingly to be bleſſed! Bat there's a great deal 
of difference between the thoughts of Chrift about bleſſedneſſe, 
and the thoughts of the world, Chrift is preaching wherein blef- 
ſedneſſe conſiſts, how doth he begin? Bleffed are the poore, faith he: 
this is ſtrange to a cárnall heart, the poore are accounted’ miſe- 
‘rable ; I, but in Chriſts thoughts they are bleffed ; The porre in 
Hirit, men of low, hamble ſpirits, are defpifed in the world, Bue 
. bleffed are tbe poare in firit, for their's is the Kingdome of heuven. 
And dleffed. are they that mourne ; why, the mourners are accoun- 
ted che moft miſerable, yet in Chriſts judgement the mourners 
, are the bleſſed onet. | | | 
The meeke ones that will beare wrongs , they are the bleffed' 
ones. And in my Text, thoſe that hunger and 1 hirſt. mE 
I have pitcht upon the fourth Beatitude , Bleſſed are they that hun- 
ger and tbirſt after righteou{neffe ; Bleſſed of God, there's à bleffing: 
for them here, and ablellingecernally, = = ee 
. They that hunger. By hunger and tbirft, wee are to underſtand, 
. a painfull fenfe of want; with earneſt deſires; and trong indeavours: 
cer ſupply. There i$ no greater paine then what is in hunger and 
. thirít ; witneſſe the dolorous moanes; the heart- piercing cryes, 
the hideous howlings of people, who want bread; Bread, bred, | 
for the Lords fake. UM ! NE i 7 
Lou have your full Tables, you know not what this pain 
meanes. ö TRE ! 
S. 2. Earneft defires : Tender Mothers lay violent hands upon their 
children, and make their wombs to be the living Sepulchres of 
their dead children, to-fatistie the defire of hunger and’ ehirft. - 
This defire fwallows up all deſires after money, honour » plesfares: 
and preferment, all are fwallowed up in this. I have read of one 
Mother that made her wombe the Sepulchre of (ix of her own . 
children one after another, to fatisfie her felfe in exréame hun- 
ger. And it’s reported chat in Cembyfts Army, they tythed the 
tenth man , to fupply the want of meat, to fatisiie their hun- 


ge "T : 
5 0 "Lu us 3. Strong 


‘ 


| ES 
6 ef Sermon preathed at the late Faſt, | 
3. Strong endeavours willfollow upon this; Hunger will break 
through ſtone walls 5 Why fland yee bere gazing one upon another ? wee 
have beard that there às bread in Egypt, fayes Jacob to his fons. Hunger 
puts upon any labour , it overcomes all difficulties , its willing to 
endure all extremities , it teares the very fieth from the bones. In 
Edw. 2. time there was fuch a famine that when malefa&ors were 
brought into prifons, poore hungry ftarv'd people would fall up- 
on them and rend one member from another to eate them up, ^ 
After rigbiconſaeſſe] Firſt, the righteoufnefle of God, ab that it 
might appeare glorious, when the light of the Goſpel begins to fhine 
in the heart, the bleffed God is ſeen in his glory and excellency. The 
foule is then grieved that the beauty of the holineffe, and luſtre of the 
glory of Gods righteoufneffe is (o darkned in the world, and it 
hungers and thirfts after the manifeftation of the beauty of it; Oh 
thou righteous God , when wile thou appeare in the world righte- 
ous to the children of men, fo that all the children of men hall 
behold thy righteouíneffe ? Now things feeme to goe quite croſſe, 
now good Lord, how is thy righteoufneffe darkened in the world? 
oh chat thou wouldeſt appeare in the glory of it before the chil- 
dren of men! 2 l | 
2. But if God appeare in his righteoufneffe , who can ftand ? 
. therefore thofe whofe hearts the Goſpel fhines into, behold a 
righteouſneſſe in Chrift Jefus, that bleffed Mediator, a righte- 
oufneffe that can make them ſtand before God himfelfe, even be- 
fore the infinite righteoufnefle of God; their foules hunger after | 
this; oh that wee might have the aſſurance of this} oh that wee 
might have the fulnefle of the peace, and joy, and good, that there 
is in this righteoufneffe ! 
3 . But is this enough, that righteouſneſſe is made over to them? 
No, thofe that bave the light of the Gofpel rifen in their hearts, 
come to fée the vilenefle and filth of fin in their owne hearts, 
and the bondage they are in under it. Hence they long, they 
hunger and thirſt for deliverance , for cleanfing from it, for power 
over it, for holineſſe in their owne perſons, through the influence | 
of the Gofpd. © . 
4. And thoſe that doe thus deſire this righteoufneffe in them- 
> felves, cannot but delire that righteouſneſſe (hould prevalle in the 
world between man and man. And this, I thinke, Chriſt had, 1 
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.. Will not fay the chiefe aime, yeta fpeciall aime at in this place ; as 
if he ſhould fay to his Difciples, I fend you abroad now to preach 
the. Gofpel, you are like to meet with very much unrighteous dea- 
lings in the world, though you goe to preach the moft glorious - 
things of eternall life , perhaps you may thinke that all the world 
ſhould imbrace you, but they will cat you out as filth , they will 
deale very injurioufly with you, you will fee that the world will 
be like its felfe, unrighteous, yet quiet your felves, fend up your 
fighs to heaven, that God would fo work that righteoüfneffe may 
prevaile in the world among men; male your moanes to the righ- 
teous God, you ſhall be bleſſed in the longing defires of your foules 
after righteouſneſſe. And Calvin, who ules to hit the meaning of 
the Holy Ghoft as right almoft as any Interpreter ever did, I find 
he goes no further then this very righteouſneſſe, they defired faith Æ sum fts 
he, that that may be done to them, that is equall. The ſervants of præſtari cup. 
God that are fent abroad in the world, to doe the worke of Chrift, unt. 
they doe not defire the great things of the world , let them have 
but what is equall and righteous, this will fatisfie them; fure- 
ly though I dare not confine the fenfe to this, yet I verily 
thinke it is a fpeciall part of the meaning of Chriſt in this hunger 
and thirſt after righteouſneſſe. | ad 
; They [ball be fatisfied. "TS 
Some defire that which they fhall never be ſatisfied in, Eccle. 5. 
‘10, He that defires filer. ſhall not be fatisfied; and there are others 
that may be fatisfied, and yet not bleſſed, as in the 14. Prov. 14. The 
backflider in heart (ball be filled with bis owne wayes; he hall be ſatiſ- 
fied, but he is curfed with that ſatisfaction. But here the Text 
holds forth an object, that whofoever doth hunger after (hall 
be fatisfed in, and a fatisfa&ion that whofoever hath fhall be 
blefled in. l of 7 7 | 
V hall be ſatisſied; that i,, 
Firſt, my righteouſneſſe fhall appeare in the world , it is darke- 
ned now, but it (hall appeare before men and Angels one day, you 
(hall be fatisfied in it. | 
Secondly, you ſhall have the bleſſing ofthe righteoufnefle of my 
Sonne. SEN NM 
Thirdly , you fhall have grace in your hearts to fubdue your 
corruptions, and you fiall have your fill of ic at laft. | 
| | Fourthly, 
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Fordi. ‘there (hall be a time wherein even righteonfnefle be 
-tween man and man, (hall prevaile in the earth; bleſſed are you 
therefore now bungring and chiefting, for you fhaill be titus 
‘facisfied. ` 

Thef foure righteoüfnefkc would be too large an argument to 
be the fabje& of one Sermon. I (hall onely therefbre take out what 
is the: moſt ſatable, and {peake ónely of two, and they (hall be the 
ifeconds and: the laſt; namely, the righreoutneffe of Chrift and thé 
' righteouínefle between man and man. 

+ ‘Jn the firk. I fhall fpeake to you all as Chriftians, and ET you 
' “what a Chriſtian righteouſneſſe is 
Asad in the fecond, I fhalt ſpeake to you as thofe that have | 
power in your hands for the ádrhiniftration of righteouíneffe unto 
. 7. others. 
For the firk, the riahteoufnefk of Chrift; without thie, God, 
even our God, 3t a confirming fire. Panl accounted all things dang and 
. droffe , Degr-meat.s for what? bat be might not be found in bis owne 
righ teanfuelfes bus in the vighseoufneffe tbat is of -God by faith in bim. 
This is the righteouſneſſe that I am now opening unto you. And that 
eve T ene of you, (for c a gteat point) may plainly fee, the 
method of. proceeding, I wil caft what I fhall hays into thefr ‘five 
heads. a 
^ Firft, what this righteoufnell of Cliriftie. 2 
` Secondly; the defirableneffe of I adici T (hall fec d ir 
before you as æmoſt deſirable thing, to ſet your teeth on edge af- 
terit. 

+ Thirdly, T (hall thew ‘you the worke of the foule that Bongers; 

- -atid thirſts afterthis righteonfneffe, $ 
Fourthly, that fuch a foules even while it hunger and thirfls, 
is a bleſſed foule. | 
_ Laftly, that jc (hall be fatisfied. 3 © | 
For the firſt; what is shisrigheeoufnelle of Chrift è A 
Anf. It is the perfect facisfa&tión to divine Juftice in whatfoe: . 
ver it requires, either in way of puniſhment for fin; or obedience to 
E "the Law, made by the Lord Chrift, God-man, the Mediator of 
the new Covenant, as a common "head ; reprefenting all thoſe 
tin the Father gave him, and made over to at thar beleeve in 
im. š t 


ae : For 
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^ Firft; itis the perfect (atisla&ton to divine Jultice, God food - 


. uponfatigfa&ion to Jultice, though he would fhew. mercy to the 
children of men, yet in that way, chat, hee would have his infinite 
uſtice ſatisſied, that he is peremptory in. Hee will have his law 


filled 3 Heaven and earth foal paſſe anray, but Not one jot or ds ; 


| of bis Law fball paffe; doe you ſleight ĩt as you will, though you 
will breake the Law perhaps for the gaining of (ix Poder God fo 
. prizes his Law, that hewill ride Meets: and earth pafle, 


chen one jot or tittle p it to palle; God now flands upon chi; 


how can man be faved then? If Juſtice comes upon man for ſatiſ- 
faction; it ſwallows him up in the gulfe ofeternallmifery. ; how 
can man fulfill the Law, when as he js able to dos no righteous a 
at, all? Therefore if chis Queſtion bad been put to all the Any 
gels in Heaven, What way can be found out for the faving of 
man, and yet infinite Juſtiee be ſatisſied, and the Law. fulfilled? 

they could never have found out a way, it is the infinite wiſ- 
dome of the Father that hath found it out. Chriſt therefore who 
is the wiſdome of the Father, comes in and tenders himſelfe, 
. Father I preſent my felfe to thy jenes ; Ule under take to fatisfie 
" whatfoever ic coſt mee, rather then man fhall perifh, Ple be an- 
`- Íwerable to all the demands ofthe Law. Upon this, God the Fa- 
ther and the Sonne makes an agreement upon the way of the fe- 


cond Covenant for the faving man, and accordingly the Sonne 
tales upon him the perfon of all that the Father gives him, aud 
bath all their finnes transferred upon him, and puts himfelfe - 


Under the power of che Juftice of his Father, and under his Law, 


` -and takes upon him to fend the preaching of the Goſpel for the | 


working of Faith, by which this righteoufneffe of his ſhould be 
made over to them, and whereby they might be able to tender up 
to God the Father, that which may ſatisfie his infinite Tgítice , 


and the Law. 2 Cor. 5. 21. yee have this, He bath made him fin ſor 


us, that knew no finne, that moe might be made the rigbteeufme ffe of God, 
in him. And indeed this is the very worke of Faith , to take this 
righteouſneſſe of Chrift, and to tender it up to the Father for fa~- 
tisfaction. I ama finfull, wretched, vile foule, a childe of wrath, 
but oh Lord, here's the Righteouſneſſe of thy Sonne, which 


T 


he performad, not for — > but as a common perſon, kur- E 
m ! | | Í er 
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der this up unto thine infinite Juftice , tothine infinite holineſſe, 
for ſatĩsſaction, for acceptation ; and upon this the foule lives; 
thus the jaft doth live by Faith, by fuch a worke of Faith as this 
i. That for the firk, wherein it confiſts. x E 
The fecond is the deflrableneffe of this righteouſneſſe; I hope 
the very ſetting of it before you will draw an appetite after it, fo 
that your foules will be hungring and chirſting after it before wee 
have done. EN po s 
In the firſt place, upon di. Righteoufneffe, all inking, defpair< 
ing temptations, and thoughts for want of Kighteoufneffe in our 


felves are anſwered: you know not what fad thoughts many have 


upon the fight of che want of Kighteoufneffe in their own hearts; 


and the abundance offinne thats in them. When Satan fhall put 
. Gonfcience upon the rack; when he'fhall-bring old guiltineffe up- 


on the ſoule, and prefent deatti , and appearing-betorethe great 
God: in a mof dreadfull aſpectʒ oh then to have what might an- 
fwer all finking defpairing thoughts and temptations, were worth 


a: world, this righteouſneſſe will doe it. What though there be 


no righteoufneffé in my felfe, yet there is righteoufnefle in a Me- 
diator, and that is mine. 8 i à 


Secondly; by this righteouſneſſẽ all thie wrong that ever finne 
. Bath done to God is made up, Jullice and mercy in this are 
reconciled; you who are ſenfible ofthe wrong your fm hath done 
to God’, you cannot but prize this; when man comes to be ſavd; 


he ĩs av d not onely ina way of forgivenefie, but the wrong done 
i$ fatisfied for; God bath as much glory · in Chriſts fatisfa&is 
on; in his obedience, as ever he had difhonour by the fin of man; 


and oh how defirable is this to be made our, that the foule that 
hath fo wronged God, livd in a way of contrariety to him, and 


darkening his glory in the world what lay in it, fhould now not 
onely look upon God as a gracious mercifull God, but fee all the 


wrong that ĩt hath done him made up Theres nothing that lys 


more heavie upon a troubled foule then this; the wrong done to 


“ God; if that could he made up, then it would be comforted, here's: 


a way tomake it up all. | | 
Thirdly, whereas before the foule reads in every fentence of the 
om that charge 

ofthe Law. There’s no deſirableneſſe at all in being freed from the: 


lam. 


{ 
i 
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Law as a rule of life, no, Bleſſed are they that love thy Law, as ie 


rule of life. It was never in Chrifts aime, in ſatisfying the de- 
mands of the Law, to deliver us from the Law as the rule of ou 
lives; for the Law as ſuch, is but che Glaffe of Gods holineſſe, an 
who would be delivered from that? That's obfervable that in the 


2 


cloſe of the old Teftament, the laſt Chapter of all, when there was 


11 


Mal. 4. 


to be an end of Gods revealing himſel ſe in that, and the times o£ ' 


the Goſpel were to come on, yea and then when the Prophet pro- 
phefies of the forerunner of Chriſt, and of the Sunne of Rigbte- 
oufneffe that [bould arife : whereas People might {ay , Well then, 
now the Sunne of Righteoufneffe (hall arife, wee have done with 


the Law, what need ſhall wee have any more of the Law? though 


wee were all this while under the Government of it as children, 


E yet now the Sunne of Righteoufnelle (hall arife, wee fhall be whol- 


dy freed from that; No, faith the Prophet prefently after he had 
{poken of the Sunne of Righteoufneffe arifing, Remember tbe Law af 


Mofès ; he gives that charge in the clofe of all, that they forget not 
the Law of Moſet, notwithſtanding this Sunne of Righteoufnefle 
fhall ani ſe upon you, He fhall indeed difcharge you from the charge 
of it, but ĩt muft remaineto you ſtill as a rule of life. That that the 


Law faith, Doe and live, or, Not doe and dye , that you hall be freed 


from. In the 10. Rom. 4. v. Chrift is the end of the Law for rightecuſ- 


over of this, the ſou | 
‘the hazard of mifcarrying for eternity, Is not this a deſirable 


— 


neff, to everyone that beleevetb, He is the end of the Law, it hath 
its perfection in him. Thou mayeft turne the demands of the Law 
over to thy ſurety; God will never come upon the principall in 
this caſe, but upon the furety: man indeed will come upon the 


principall, but the way of God is only to come upon the furety, 
bor he know if he comes upon the principal], he can never have. 


his debt. , | 
Fcourthiy, this ng teoufneffe is defirable „ for by the makin 
‘hath fhot the gulfe, and ig for ever out 


thing ? There is na condemnation to them that are in Chrift fef 


no not one moment wherein they arebrought into an eftate of 


‘the foule that hangs between hope and feare, Imay be ſavd, I may 


. condemnation, notwithítanding the remaines of fo much corrup- - 
tion in them: Oh, what would-atroubled foule give for this, 


perifh ! All duties chat I performe doe not get me out of the ha- 
| | . | zard 


d 
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to be in me’; but the Lord diſcovering this Righteouſneſſe of 
Chriſt, som my ſoule returne unto thy ref, for the Lor. ath dealt bou. 
difully with thee; yet Ple pray, and hegre, and walke in the wayes of. 


holineffe , but not as that which is my Juftification 5 but becaufe 


- God hath accepted me in hisSonng , Ile love him and feare him 


for ever. | D 
, Fifty, by this righteoufneffe there is acceffe with boldneſſs be- 
fore Gods infinite holineſſe, and Tuftice : before, the holineffz and 


Juſtice of God were aè two flaming (words to keep off the foule 
| LE him, but now they both look upon the ſoule with an amia- 


ble and lovely countenance , bringing it into the Citie of reſt. 
Rom. 5. 1. Being juftified by faith, wee have peace with God through 


Jeſus Chrift & by whom alfo wee bave scceffe by] ith y and rejoyce in she 


bope of tbe glor of God: ;by him wee come te ave aceeíle,even to the 

, : Gods Juhicesfo that there needs no appeale now from 
the Jufticé feate of God to his mercy ſeate. Though ies trite, heres 
mercy to us, yet by chis righteoufneffe wee may come to Rand be- 


fore the Jufticefeate of God ; it's mercy that God willhave fuch . 


= E - 


a a way, that God will bring us to it, that God will accept afus in 


\ TRIS: 
6. 
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de able to ſtand, even then before him: this will take away all the 


it, but having accepted of usin it, ies that chat makes us 
him ftand before his Juftice ſeate. Our pardon is fealed:in the 
Court of Juſfice. 2 E bj d 


` Sixdy, this rigliteoufoeffzis a glorious robe, in which wrebeing 
cloathed, God looks upon us as lovely 3 though before wee were 
like Joſtua Zach. 3. cloathed with filthy garments, but chis Fofoua 


having his filthy garmentstaken away,and the robe 


by this he was prepared to doe great fervice for Ged in hia G 


> 


. ration : and chat fonle that is cloathed with this 7 of 


the Sonne of Góg, is fit to doe great fervice for God in this world. 


ilt doe I fee | 


Oh the great works that you might doe for the glory of God, 


and tht good of the Kingdome, had but all of yon fuch robes 


as this is, how would it make you like Jofbwa fitted for the fervice of 


God? Did yon every day come to the Parliament Houſe, cloathed 


every one of you with ſuch. a robe, what. a-glorious affembly would 


it be in the eps of Heaven? This (hall be the robe that ſhall cloath che 


Saints at the great appearing of the glorious God; fo as they ſhall 


af- 
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pfrichtmet of the appearing before che great God at thatgreatday. | 
^ ^ Seventhly, this righteoufneffe muft needs liave a glorious ree 7. 
ward, for it raifes the condition of the Saints above what Adam E 
was in Paradife, yea in fome reſpect above the Angels; Adam in 
|; Paradife was righteous, but it was a naturall righteoufneffe ; The 
Frſt man wat of the earth, earthly, in comparifon of this; here's a 
righteouſneſſe higher then therighteoufneffe of Adam in Paradiſe, 
a righteouſneſſe higher then the righteouſneſſe of the Angels, the 
righteoufnefle of the Sonne of God, the fecond perfon in the Tri- 
nity, made over to a foule : ſurely the reward of this muft needs be 
great, when Chrift ſhall preſent this to the Father, and fay, Fa- 
ther, let there be that glory given to my Saints, that all have done 
or ſuffered deferves ; furely ic muft needs be a great Glory; this ig 
another manner of happineſſe, then to eate and drink, to be gay 
in cloaths , to have great things in the world; that which is the 
fruit of the infinite righteoufneffe of Jeſus Chrift, muft needs be 
reat and yet this is the portion of the Saints. Suppoſe God 
Bach aid thus; 1 have a purpofe to fave you, but you mutt firft lie 
a thoufand yeares in torments, atid when you have done that, 
- you muft live a thonfand yeares more in obedience to my Law; 
ſuppoſe that thefe were fini(hed, fo as now we might expect a hap- 
py life, yet we could not now expect that happineffe that we ſhall 
have by the righteoufnefle of Jefus Chrift. 3 | T 
Eighdy,this rĩghteouſneſſe is perfe&,the firt moment that thou 
eomeſt to be a Beleever, even thou who haſt been the vileft wretch 
that ever livd upon the earth, thoucomeft to be equall with A. 
brabam, Ifaac, and Iacob, to be equall with the Patriarchs , Pro- 
phets, Apoftles, and Martyrs, in thy Juftification, as perfectly ju- 
Ttified as any of them were, Oh the change that this makes! in 
San@ification the change is by degrees, but thy Jufti&cation is per- 
fe&t the firk moment. This fhould be an argument to make thee to 
bour tobe as eminent as can be in San&ification , becauſe the 
Lord hath made thee equall with the moft eminent Saints in the 
point of Juftification ; this is from chis righteoufneffe of Chrift, . 9. 
Ninthly, acceptation of this — doth not ebbe and 5 
flow according to the difference of the working of our hearts, but 
abides compleat and conftant for ever. The adminiftrations of j 
God may be various, and a fatherly diſpleaſure chere may be, ac- - 3 
| VEU TERT | cording, — 


y 
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cording, to the working of our hearts, but this righteouíneffe à- 
- bides in a conſtant way the fame. | | s I 
10.  enthly , this is the righteoufneffe that Chrift is continnally 
ee os prefenting at the right hand of his Father, for all thoſe who doe. 
beleevesthis is the worke that Chrift hath to doe at the right band 
of his Father in his Interceſſion · And now what fay you to thig 
Bread, to this water of life ? isnot here Bread indeed, and drinke 
indeed for hungry and thirfty ſoules? Oh that every one of you 
would fay , Lord evermore give wi of this bread to,eates fatisfieour 
ſoules with this. Rom. 8. 31. hat ſball wee fay to thefé things ? he 
fpake of the point of Juſtifcation before; What (ball wee fay ta tbefe 
things?’ Ic true, ſew men can beare the opening of this point. There 
area great many wanton and vile confequences drawne from this 
bleffed Do&rine. If Chrift bath done this, whiat need wee doe any 
thing our felves? he hath prayed, and what need wee care for any 
duties? This reafoningis very dangerous, a fearfull evidence that 
thou who reaſoneſt thus, haſt neither part nor portion in this righ- 
teoufneffe , that that droffie uncleane heart of thine was never ac- 
quainted with fuch a high myftery of godlineffe as this fs. But yet 
its a do&trine of fo great ufe, that the truthis, wee know nothing 
to purpofe in Chriftian Religion,, till we come to know this, we 
give God no Poyon he acceptsof, till wegive him the glory of 
. Intorde mto. the righteouſneſſe of his Sonne.Latber hath fuch an expreffon his 
afte pud is one article of Juftification in tlie righteoufneffe of Chrift, it is that 
ppi y? iis that raignes in my heart, faith he, night and day doe al my thoughs of 
& refunat divinity fow to tbat, eres an object to take up the thoughts and 
omnes mee hearts of men, elevated to the higheft excellency, and buſied about 
theologie co- the greateſt and weightieſt imployments. You whofe thouglits and 
£55.75 dia hearts are bufied about meane and poore thing: oh look upon this, | 
Toth. & bewailethe vanitie of your hearts, when God propounds ſuch a 
USES glorious object as this is; Why doe you now lay out your mony for that 
which is not bread, and your labour for that which fatisfletb not ? 
. You Right Honorable, have noble imployments, in making 
righteous Lawes, for the prefervation of ſuſtice and righteoüfn d 
0 in the Kingdome, it’s a very high and honourable Ss here’s 
a higher righteouſneſſe, that is bey ond what any Civill Court, as 
-  Civill,cakescognifance of, but the more you are acquainted with 
this, upon the more noble and high grounds will your hearts be 
QE C gu ME LECCE MERE 
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in love with righteouſneſſe between man and man; oh that 
God would cauſe fome maniĩfeſtation of his Glory in this thing 
tinto your foules ! Ob that fòme ſtubborne finfull (oule might goe 
away with the power of what hath beerf faid upon it! oh Cord, I 
have heard ofa glorious righteouſneſſe, even how fuch a vile wretch 
a3 I may be made righteous, Eord reveale more of this to me. 
Eut what's the working of the heart about this “ Bleffid are they 
that hunger and tbirft after it: that is, | | | 
Firſt, the foute fees a great deale of need of this righteouſneſſe, 
it fees that it cannot ſtand before God, but it muft have {ome righ- 


teouſneſſe; I muſt have righteoufneffe, or woe to me that ever x 


ſhould come to appeare before the great and holy God: | 
Secondly, it fees the Imperfection of its ‘own; if I ftand before 

the Lord in mine own Righteouſneſſe, Fam undone. Paul was 

blameleſſe concerning the Law, fo that no man could charge him, 


' yea and his own conſcience did notcharge him of any foule bre 


ches of the Law, according to the Interpretation that was then 
iven of it, yet he would not ſtand in his own righteoufneffe, — 


Thirdly, the fouleis pain'd iri the ſenſe of the want of this; he 


foule that knows it Hach a God to deale with, and hath the guile 
of ſinne throbbing upon it, muft needs be pain d for the want of 
this; Oh give me this, or I am undone forever, all things are bit- 
ter to the ſoule without this; God doth give me many comforts in 
the world, Thave an eſtate, and repute , and honour; and efteeme 
in the world, but what's all without this rĩghteouſneſſe, that may 
make me ſtand with comfort before the great God? As Efau faid 
. - concerning his birth- right , What advantagetb my birth-right , if i 
die for hunger? ſo what will it advantage me that I have this or that 
— jn the world above others, if I perifh for want of this bread ,. this 
is the onely bread that can fatisfie my foule? - | 
Fourthly :, the defires after this are fervent , abfolute defires, 
not faint , but fainting defires ; here I give up my foule to God as 
a Blanke, let him ſet downe what he will; lam content to yeeld 


toit. "A 


Fiftly, they are unfatisfied defires, nothing will ferve the foulé 


till this be applyed to it. When a child plays with his meat, you 


may put him off with aratele, but if he be hungry, nothing can 


Rill him but the breaſt, or meat to fatishe his hunger. Many who 


bare 
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. have but meane and low thoughts of God, yet fometimes they 
have their Conſcienoes ftirring, they think, Well, I muf live bet- 


ter then I have done, 1 muft ſeeke to make my peace with God, 


fᷓor I müft die one day; and upon that perhaps they fet upon fome 


good actions, and ſo they thinke to fatisfie their foules ; but che 


..  . foule that knows ‘indeed that it hath to deale with fuch an infi- 


nite God as the Lord is, will be fatisfied with nothing but onely 
the righteoufneffe of chis Mediator. . 
Bleffed are they that hunger and thirft after this righteou{neffe thus; 


For firſt, to them is the great myſtery of godlineſſe reveabd, 


their hearts are taken up with that that hath the greateſt weight 
in it that ever any thing had in the world , thy heart is taken u 
with that that the thoughts and counſells of the infinite God 


have been taken up withall from all eternltie ; the greateft thing 
that ever hath taken up the heart of God, it hath this my- 


' ftery of godlineſſe in the righteouſneſſe of his Sonne, and the con- 


veying of that to the children of men, whom he meanes to fave ; 
while other men have their hearts taken up.with meate, drinke, 
play, and fuch kinde of things, thy heartistaken up in the con- 


templation , in the feeking after, in the longing for theglorioufeft | 


thing that ever Gods heart was upon; and therefore bleffed art 
thou who haft had fucha turne of thy heart from the trifling 
things of this world toa matter of fach infinite confequence, as 


this righteouſneſſe of Jefus Chrift is: it’s that that will be matter | 


of the praife of Angels and Saints to all eternitie. ! 
` Secondly, Bleffed art thou who now doeft hunger after it, for 
now it’s tendered thou takeft Gods time for the feeking after it. 
„ Ibhbas ſbali be ſati stet. * 
1. All feares, doubts, mifgiving thoughts, fhall be removd; all 


accuſations fhall be caſt off. 2. You fhall have the good ofit, as if 


you had fatisfied and obeyed in your own perfons. 3. You thal! 


be brought before the Father, ſhining in this robe and garment 


of your elder Brother. 4. You ſhall have the reward of it, which 


is beyond expreſſion, and imagination. Now the Lord fet your | 
hearts upon this. If you perilh after the making known fuchamy- | 
flery , the grace of Godin this righteoufnefle, you will periſ with 


a witneſſe. For the quickening of your appetites after this bread 


. Of life, confider. 


S x | .¢ d uns : 1. God 
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1. God isinfinitdy righteous, Kem. 10. 3. They being ignorant 

of Gods right couſueſſe, and going about to eſtabliſp their own rigbteou[- 

neſſe, bave not ſubmitied them Femi lus, to the abe ef God. It is 

becauſe men know not that infinite righteouſneſſe of God , that 

the fee not; chat they are npt fenfible of, their need of thie richter 
nelle we have been {peaking of. 


2. Confider God is. peremptorily refolyed to have his infinite ` 


Juſtice fatisfied ; if this be required, what will become of thy foule _ 
withput this righteoufnelle ? 
3. Woeso Abrabam, faas and Tacho, rhe moft holy: man that 
^ ever lived, if he be found without this righteoufnefle , in no other 
but his own. If: your hearts be fet upon this, for your encourage- 
mont,confider theſe five things · 


1. Chrift thirſts as well ae you, the communication of this his | 


riglxeguígeile, willbe as * a 5 to his foule, as the en- 
joyment of k will betothine. If». 53.51. He [ball feof the travel 


of bie ſuulg, and foallbe * Ham ys bis knowledge ſball my righie- 


eut fervent jufléfie man. His ſoule travels far this, when he (ball fee. 
foules justified by his righteoufneffe „ he ſhall account all his tra- 
vels, ſufſerings , obedience, recompenced in this. 242L 4. 2. The 
meer of righteoufae{f fPall arifé with healing in bis wings : He comes 

. fwifdy.tXo ſoulerchat hunger after him 
2.. Confider > the great detignethat God hath to orifie him- 
. felfe, is inthe communication of this righteoufneffe of his Sonne, 

7 furely he will not lofe bie glory in this. 


3. This rightrouſneſſe ietendered freely in the Goſſel, che great "T 


worke of preaching the Goſpel, isin the free tender of this 
- righteoufneffe : It is too great a good to be to be given upon any ground 
but free grace. Iſa 55. 1. Hoe every one thas sbirfleth, come yee to the. 
waters, and be that bath no money, come yee, buy andeate; yea come bij: 
wine and milke, without u money, and without price: Encline your esre 
and come, ver. 3. Foure times, come, come, come; come, Rev. 22. 
17. The Spirit and the Bride [ay game, and let bim t hat beareth fay come, 
and let him that i a thirft come, and wbofoever. will let him take the wa- 
ter of life freely. Here againe, came, come, come, and whofoever will 
let him take freely. 


4. No Tormer unrighteoufnede can hinder thy obeaining this . 


— if chou caſteſt m foule upon it 
5. Nothing 
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5% F. Nothing gives right unto this, but relying on it. 
ES Nov if thy heart be encouraged to feeke after this, if chou-beeft 
in the worke, take thefe three Cautions. 
1. 1. Take heed that when you have the moft ferious thoughts, in 
reference to God, and your eternall eftates, that you do not turne 
to or fatisfie your foules with any righteoufneffe but this. Here's a 
great danger , and bleffed are they that efcape ic 5 chat there be not 
fome other righteoufnefle preſented before them, in which they 
Rick. Wee read of Abrabam , when he had the promifed feed reé 
vealed, becauſe it came not preſently, he turnes to Hagar, now Ha- 
gar had been uſefull in the place of a fervant, but not to raife the 
promiſed ſeed; and fo good workes, hol ineſſe of life, are uſefull in 
their place, and neceſſary too, but yet you muſt not raife the blefled 
ſeed from hence; oh no, you that are ſeeking after righteouſneſſe, 
fill wait for che promifed feed , waite till Chrift be conceived in 
our hearts , and his righteouſneſſe become yours, and then there 
Fuftitia politi- will be an aſſured eonſolation. Civill Juftice, fays Lather, isa moft 
ca eft res fua- {weet thing, hut if becaufe you are a good Citizen, a chaft husband, 
Hn 3 fed f 2 juft Merchant, you will therefore be righteous before God -3 of 
p pr : y» the moft {weet thing you make an abomination, which God can- 
mir u us, juſtus Botbeare.. > ^ — "LO iE 
merca or, tid 2 Take heed of reafoning with fleſh and bloudin the working 
coram Deo ve- of thy heart after this righteouſneſſe.Reaſon, ſays Luther, is a moft 
- eff efefius > terrible enemy to Faith. P 2 
Pu y Ae 3. And above all, take heed of turning this grace of God into: 
nationem quas wantonneſſe. The more glorious this grace is, the more damna- 
` Dens ferre non ble is (ach a wickednefle.. Thus much for this firt Righteoufnefle. 
poteft. Luther. T have fpoken to you yet but meerly as Chriftians, I have fome- 
i boda eds thing now to fay to you, Right Honourable, as you ſtand in ano- 
múr. ther Relation, as you have committed to you the adminiftration 
2. ol Juftice between man and man. | l 
Bleffed are they that hunger and thirft after rigbteouſneſſe. 
3 Surely , if God love fighteouſneſſe, fo chat he will worke thus 
for the glory of his Righteoufneffe , it concernes men to make a 
high account of Righteouſneſſe, thofe who are bleſſed in the fatif 
faction of their foules in his righteoufneffe , yet they may meet 
with much unrighteous dealing in the world. It may be, faith 
Chrift; you fhall be accounted as the off-Scouring of the world, 
m | your 
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your names will be caſt out as vile, even the precios fonnes of Zi- 
on, they will be accounted asthe durt , vile men will be exalted; _ 


you will be kept downe, yea for your Righteouſneſſe fake you will 
be brought to a morſell of bread ; as many of the precious Saints 
of God hate been. Paul was often in hunger, who was the grea- 
teft Inſtrument of Gods glory that ever was in the world of a 
meere man , and yet this Paul wanted bread to put into his body 
ſometimes. Confider of this you who doe God but little ſervice, 
you have your Tables ſpread, and your diſbes full, but what fer- 
vice doe you for God ? I remember itis reported of Muſculus, that 
famous Divine, who was but of late time in Germanie that after he 
-had been a great Inftrument of Gods glory, he was faine to take 
his ſpade, and dig in the common ditch of the Towne to get bread 
for himfelfe and family. . Many there have been and are that hun- 
ger and thirft thus for — fake, but doe not you turne 
afide from the wayes of righteouſneſſe, unto their wayes who 
. perfecute you; doe you continue in the wayes of righteouſneſſe. 
Though you doe not meet with righteouſneſſe here for a while, 
yet you are bleſſed in this, that your foules hunger and thirſt after 
it. When the world calls you hypocrites, appeale to my Father to 


cleare you. When you are accounted the difturbers of the places 


_ Where you live, cry to God, Lord thouknoweſt this is unrighteous, 
thou knoweft that our hearts are for peace, that we labour to the 
uttermoſt chat wee are able for it. Your deſires are., oh that God 
would convince-men that they might not deale thus injurioufly 
with his people. Lord, doe chou manifeft who arethe di(türbers, 
and who are for thy peace. When they charge you of falſifying 
your truft of driving your own ends, if youcan quiet your hearts 
in this, that God knows your hearts are after righteouſneſſe, your 
panting defiresare that righteoufneffe might prevaile in the world; 
Bleffed are you in thefe your longings, in thefe your prayers, God 
looks with a mercifall eyeupon you in all your fufferings,you fhall 


be fatisfied. You are p in this your hunger, when you fee un- 


righteouſneſſe prevailein the world, and efpecially when you fee it 
prevaile in the place of Judgement, that paines you indeed at the 
very heart. What chat thofe who have made profeffion of Religi- 
on, tho who have been eminent heretofore, yet that they (hould 


be unrighteous when they get pe into their own hands, = is 
2 . .grievons 
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grievousto you. What the bef of thema Bryar? as Micab the gtk 
verf. 4. When the poore fheep comes in a torme, and chinkes t o 
fhelcer it felfe under a bryar, in ftead of (heltring it ſcratches off the 
wool from the skin ofit , and that’s all the benefit it hath ; © 


^ here, the beſt is a Bryar; The Saints expdéted ſbelter under them, 


but they are ſcratched by them. This will grieve the hearts of 
thofe that are truly godly. What moanes will they make to God 


when as they fee unrighteouíneffe among fuch from whom they . 


promifed tothemfelves better things? Who could haye thought 
but that fuch men if they were put in places of power, would 
have been exactly righteous? but we fee it otherwiſe; verily every 
man is vanitie. This pierces deep, and cauſes the Saints to fend their 
_fighs to Heaven. a | * | 
There are many things in unrighteous dealings between man 
and man, that doe paine the hearts of the godly. : 
As firſt, oh how is God dithonoured by this unrighteoufneffe ! 


2. Oh how doe the Saints ſuffer, while unrightoouſneſſe prevailes! 
3. This is extreamly unſutable to the hearts of thoſe that are gra - 


tious. 4. What great temptations are here to evill, which caufeth — 
many to turne afide to vanide ? We ſee that many who were very 
hopefull, yet meeting with unrighteous dealings, they turne afide 
to the vaine waies of the world. 5. How are the wicked hardened 


by this meanes? and how does Atheiſme prevaile? 6. How isthe 


Kingdome of darkneſſe by this meanes fec up? and the K ingdome | 


of Chrift hindered ? For the Scepter of that Kingdome, is a right Seep- 
der. 7. All things are like to come to confuſion and ruine , when 


unrighteouſntſſe prevailes ; this makes them cry to God, oh righ- 
teous God, Jer thy Kingdome come: What thall men be alwayes as 


Fiſh in the Sea, the greater devouring the leffe? Thar onrighteouf-~ 
neſſe that there is among men, troubles the hearts of the Saints 
more then all the troubles that they meet withall; haſten, oh 


| 
| 


Lord, thofe dayes wherein righteoufneffe {hall prevaile in the 


earth. | | 2 l 
2. The Sainte fee a comelineſſe in righteoufneffe , they fee righe 


. . teoufneffe is the very ſparkling of che glory of God in the world; 


they fee it’s that by which God keeps all the world in what order 
it is and from confufion ; where rigbteoufnefle prevailes , there 
God is honoured, Religion is incouraged, the Saints rejoyce and 

D f fing, 
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fing, oh that there may be rightebuſneſſe prevailing therefore in 


the world; thoſe who hunger and thirſt after this righteouſneſſe, 


will rather ſuffer any thing in the world, then turne to any un- 


righteous wayes ; let me loſe places, preferments, eſteeme in the | 


world, whatíoever I lofe , l'lenotturne to unrighteous wayes; 
Pfal. 17. 15. As for me Iwill bebold thy face in Righteou{neffe, Sc. 
As if he thould fay, Oh Lord, I cannot behold the face of Saul, he 
will not fee my face, I, but its this that comforts me, I will bebold 


thy face in Rigbteou[neffe 5 lec the King caſt me off, yet in righteonſ- 


"effe foal I behold thy face. Oh there's an excellency in righteouſ- 
nelle; If. 33. 15. He deſpiſeth the gaine of oppreſion , be fpaker bis 
bands from holding of bribés , faith the Text of a righteous man, he 

is above unrighteous wayes : when a bribe comes into his hand, 
it is as the Viper that came upon Pauli hand, he fhakes it away in- 


to the fire. And are your ſoules after righteoufnefle thus; bleſſed 


are you; For l 
^. Firft, God takes notice of you în your Generation, and will 
provide an Arke for you; wee doe notknow what wee may yet 
meet withall, there is too much fecurity, as you heard in the mor- 
ning exceeding well; we may have need ofan Arke yet, Who hath 
an, Arke provided for him, but righteous Noah P y. Gen. 1. ver, The 


Lord {aw Noah righteous in bis Generation upon which he bids him 


. makean Arke, and ſaves him in it. | 
2. Bleſſed are you; for thisis the very Image of God that’s in 
^ you, Gods heart and yours, are after the very fame thing. | 
3. Bleffed are you, for you are the witnefles of God in the 
world; What thall God have none to ſtand up in this caufe to 
witnefle for him ? there is an unrighteous Generation, T, but thofe 


that are thus righteous, who hunger and tbirf after righteoufneffe, 


they are they who ftand up to witneſſe for the Lord, and his righ- 
‘teoufnefle. | ) ET 
4. Bleſſed ‘are you, for this delivers you from many temptati- 


ons, ‘you fee others, oh how foulely doe they fall by temptations, 
how many have you feen of your own houfe , who made a great 


fhew of righteouſneſſe for a while, but their hearts being not right, 
^ theyfaw temptations in another way, and they left you ? But you 
who have kept the love of righteoufneffe, and the longing after it, 


there 


— have been kept from fuch temptations ; I make no queftion bur 


^ 
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there are many ofyou here preſent before the Lord this day, that 


have had many and ftrong temptations; nothing hath kept you - 


but che love to righteouſneſſe ; & your longing for the promoting 
of it in the world, bleſſed are you. EE | 
5. This fics for publique Imployment, T, they are the men in- 


. deed, that are fit for publiquefervice ; whofe hearts doe hunger 
and thirſt after this righteouíneffe ; God willtruft them, and men 


will truſt chem, you may know where to find them. | 
6. Many excellent things are faid concerning thefe ; God loves 


others they doe not know the minde and will of God, but the fè 


. cret of the Lord in with the righieous 3 > Prov. 32. And tbe rooteof tbe 
. evighteons ſpall be bleffid, 12. Prov. 12. Marke, tbe rote of the righte- 


^o gberigbteour, Plal. 146.8. The fecret of the Lord is with the righteous: 


ous ; it may- bea righteous man may have his branches lopt off, 


torne, or ſhakenʒ I; but hĩs · rooe {ball be bleffed 5 there's a roote with- 
in that’s under ground, and that fhall be bleſſed, and ic (hall ſprout 
‘forth and flourith glorioufly one day. The righteous is the founda- 
-tion of tbe age in mbich he lives , Prov. 10. 25. So Arias, Montanus 
renders it, Fundamentum feculi. 


Jou hall be fatisfied. d 


- Firft, there's a bleffingof God upon you, to fatisfie you for the 


preſent. 13. Prev. 25. The righteous eates to the fatisfying of bis foule, 


faith theText, and though he hath buta little, yet being in the 


way ofrighteouſneſſe, he hath a ſatisfaction in that little that he 


hath. 37. Pſal. 16. A little that arighteous man bath , is better then 
the riches of many wicked, oe ay 
2. “Thine innocency ſhall be cleared, thou ſuffereſt now and 
longeft after righteoufneffe ; oh what a bleſſed world were ic if 
sighteoufnefle did prevaile ! God will clearethineinnocency one 


day. inthe19. of the Revel. The Saints (ball be arayed in white lin- 
nen you are now befpattered by thisevill world, they ſay, you are 
felfith, and drive on your own ends, in what you doe; comfort 


your felves in this, you (ball be arayed in white linen. 13. of Matth. 


43. ver. The righteous {ball [bine forth as the Sunne in the Kingdome of | 


their Father ; perhaps thou doeſt not fhine forth in this Kingdome, 


but in the Kingdome of thy Father thou fhalt thine forth as the 


Sunne. 5 N — 
3. All thy rigbteoufnefiz thall be recompenced, thon fhalt be 
sa a reęom- 
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regompenced for all thou doeſt. in this righteous way; Saut [ball 
be well with the righteous, 3. o£ Ifa. 10. Why ? For be fball eate tbe, 
fruit of bis doings, Yea thou (halt be recompenced for all the wrong 
you have had by the unrighteous dealings of the world. 13. Prov, 
21. The rigbeous [ball have good vepayed unno him. Theres evill now 
‘repayeds but he hall have good repayed unto him. Thou fhalt be 
rewatded for every accuſation, yea for every ſuſpition; this un- 


righteous world is ſuſpitious of every one that is in publique place; 


but God hath his time to reward thes for fufpitions. | 
4. Ton fall be fatirfied 5 for God one day will bring.a comely 
order out of that which appeares conſuſion. 

J. And the defices of all che righteous, from righteous Abe! to 
tdi day ſhall befatisfied , all their prayers ħall be heard, this will 
ſatisfie you; bleſſed art thou. . ML 

6. All the gracious promifes that God hath made for the pre- 
. vailing of righteouſneſſe in the world hall be fulfilled. Ile give you 
ſome few Scriptures for this: 60. of Ifa. 17. ver. Iwill make thy ef- 


ficers peace, and thine exattors rigbteouſueſſe; violence ſpall be no more 


beard in thy Land, wafting nor deftruttion within thy borders, but thou 
halt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Fraiſe. Will not this fa- 
tisfie thee? Here's a promiſe isnot fulfilled yet; thine ex actors rigb- 


teouſneſſe, righteoufneffe it felfe; 2 Pes. 3. 13. Nevertbele{fe; we accor- 


ding to bis promiſe looke for nem beavens , and a. new earth, wherein 
dwelleth rigbteoufne[fe efr’ nor nnely anam H.--—- ue. 
rigbieouſieſſe; you will fay indeed when wee goe to Heaven, there 
hall be nothing but righteouſneſſe there; but here the Scripture 
f 

vij G, wherein rigbtéonfneffe [ball dwell : that promife you have 65. of. 


. 17. ver. & 5 4 of Ifa. 17. Every tongue that (ball rife againft thee is 


judgement, t bow [pale comdemne. Y, vou will fay, this may be {poken:. 
of fome particular perfon, that fhall condemne every tongue, or 
concerning Chrift. Nay, marke the words that follow; This is tbe 


beritage of tbe fervants of tbe Lord, and their righieouſneſſe from mee, 


Satb the Lord. When God (hall come to fulfill theſe promifes, God 

call glory in his righteous Saints, and they fhall glory in this ful- 
filling ofpromifes: Compare the 45. of IG. and the laſt, with the 

46. and the laſt. Inthe Lord fball all tbe feed of Ife sel be juftified, and 


fall glory, cap. 45. And cap. 48. I will bring nere my e "n 


aks of anew earth shat we looke for, and that according to bis pro- E 
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I will place falvation in Zion for Ifrael my glory. Sure ly then they 
.— fall be fatisfied ; oh therefore beare up your hearts, all you who 
fier unrighteous dealings, beare up your hearts for thé prefent, 
goe on in the wayes Of righteoufneffe ; take heed of temptati- 
ons, for (hifing for your ſelves, reſolve wh atſoever becomes of 
you, you will never (hift out of the wayes of Righteouſneſſe. Cer- 
"tainly , if thou kneweſt what the righteouſneſſe of God were, it 
would kęepe thee in righteous wayes. You have a notable Scrip- 
ture for that in the 65. of Iſa. beginning, Thus [aith tbe Lord, keepe 
yee Judgement, and doe Fuftice : Why ? for my ſalvation is eere to come, 
and my rigbteouſneſſe to be revealed. Y ou are weary perhaps of the 
unrighteous dealings of the world, yet keepe Juſtice, and doe Judge- 
ment ; beare any thing forthe prefent;for my falvation in nere to come, 
and my righteoufueffe to be revealed; there is that which will recom- 
pence all at lat. E A N | MEN 
© But woe to bim (Hab. 2. 9.) shat eovereth an evill coveroufneſſe to 
bis houſe , that he may fet bis neft on high; thos baft conſulted [b ame : 
10 thy boufe. If they be bleſſed, who hunger and thirſt after righ- 
teouſaeſe y they are curſed then that follow after unrighteoufneffe, 
that fecke. , eſpecially in theſe dayes , to build up their houfes by 
^ wnrighteoufneffe ; thy houſe, and that thou haſt in thy houſe is 
curfed. It may be thy Table is filPd with the eftates of the poore, 
and thy back is brave and glifters with the portion of Orphant, 
TROU mil. d uolo ihmkaebhelesgeeothcfewho ory for want 
of food; oh curfedart thon in what thou injoyeſt in theſe wayes 
of unrighteoufneſſe , all thy faſtings and humiliations will not 
ſerve turne, without reſtitution, if it be in thy power, Oh wret- 
ched man that thou fhouldeſt be borne in fuch a time as this, 
wherein the righteous God isfo ftirring abroad in the world as 
now heis : When Felix heard Paul preaching of righteoufnéffe , be 
trembled; The Lord ftrike trembling into the heart of every un- 
righteous man that heares me this day: Cambden reports of one 
Sir Ralph Fase, who apprehended his life to be taken away un- 
. xighteoufly by a great Duke 5 I bloud, fays hé, (ball be the Dukes’ 
bolfler as long as be lives. The wrong that fomehave done to Or- 
phans, widows, póore people, may juſtly cry ont againft them; 
Lord, avhenſoever ſuch men lye domne to ſleepe, let tbe curſe that flickes 
io what ibey have injuriouſiy got from us be their bolſter. But tkere are 
| : a Gene- 


v 
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a Generation of men that perhaps fcorne to get mony in an un- 
righteout way, yet that they may drive on their great and high 
defignes, they care not what they doe, theſe alſo are curſed of the 
Lord; fuch asthefe when once they have ingaged chemfelves in 
any unrighteous way, for feare left they ſhould come to bee exa- 
mined, and their unrighteoufneffe be difcovered, they will drive 
on their defignes, with all ſubtilty that can bee, and if that will 


not ferve turne, with fury : for they thinke if fuch and fuch 


things goe on, then certainely the way of righteoufheffe will pro~ 
ceed, thofe unrighteous wayes of ours will bee difcovered ; And * 


this ſurely isa great caufe why unrighteouſneſſe is made to tumble 


in the ſtreets, as the Prophet (pealtes;and kept that it cannot enter, 
but. is turned backe: they know that if there were but freedome for 
examination of all things, many things that have not feene the 
light, would quickly come forth. | 

Right Honorable,. yee who are the repre fentative Body of the 
Commons, this Text hath a ſpeciall eye to you. Inthe 3. Micah 
1, verf. Here I pray yon, Ob beads of Iacob, and yee Princes of ihe bonfeé 
of Ifrael, is it not for you to know Tudgement ? What doth Chrift fay, 
shofe that hunger amd thirſt are bleffed, and ſpall be fatisfied. This is 
the honourable Imployment that God hath fet you in, that you 


. fhould be the means for the fatisfying of hungry and thirfty foules 
throughout this Kisgdóme, that you ſhould be made a bleſſing to 


the Kingdome in this thing: how it comes to paffe, 1 know not, 
but this I ſuppoſe, the whole Kingdome will witneſſe for me, that 
there was never a greater cry of unrighteouſneſſe then there is at 
this day; where ever tlie matter will ftick', I am farea cry there is 
of oppreflion and wrong, in all parts of the Kingdome, there are 
hunger; ſtarv d foules, fighing up to Heaven, Oh that wee might. 


be delivered from dur oppreflions ! Oh that righteouſneſſe might 


prevaile in the Kingdome! Wat it not an honourable Imploy- 


ment, that God fet Fofephin . then all the Corne of Ægypt was 


committed to his charge, that Re was to feed all the hungry pec- 

ple througheut all the Lahd ? This was Job honbur, and it 

is yours, you have eventhe Corne that fhould make the bread, 

that (hould fatisfte thofe that bwiger and thirft after righteoufneſſe; 

You are thofe to whom = hath committed the charge, to ir 
| P 7 R this 
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, this Well that fhould fatisfie thofe that are thus thirftie. In the 


21. of Numb, 18. The Princes digged the Well, the Nobles of the people 
digged it, by the direction of the Law-giver, with their flaves: (now . 
ftaves were the Enfignes of Authority). And in the 17. verf. Ifrael". 
fang , Spring up, ob Well : Ihe Princes they digged tbe Well with 
their ftaves, with their Authority, and then Ifrael fang, Spring xp, 
ob Well; {o faith all the godly in the Land, Spring ap, ob Well; 
Spring up, ob Vell, that all who sbirft after righteouſneſſe, may be ſa- 
tisfied. | 

d are the Fathers of the Kingdome, fhall your children aske 
bread, and wil] you give thema ftone ? God forbid; be as your 


Heavenly Father: your children come from all parts of the King- 


dome for bread, they are hungry, and they aske for righteouf- 
neſſe, let them have no ſtones given them. A famine of bread will 
be very grievous, and if your children ſnould come to you, and 
aske bread, and there were no bread to give them, it would goe to 
your hearts. Oh let not the daughters of Jerufalem, the children of 


the Kingdome, come up hither to aske bread, and no bread to be 


given unto them. It (hould be with you, as it is faid of God, «o. of 


lere. 7. He is called there, the habit ation of Iuftice ; Vou ſhould be 


the habitation of righteoufneffe, fo as righteoufneffe ſhould be at 
home at all times, that all the people of the Land might know 
where to have it; though they came knocking at the doores of in- 


ferior Courts, and rigkteouſneſſe was not at home there, yet when 


they come hither, they come now to the Palace of righteoufneffe ; 
Righteoufneffe is to dwell here. Pro. 11.26. He that withholds Corne, 
the people (ball carfe ; let no Corne, no bread that God would have 
given out to fatisfie the hungry, be now withheld. Satisfie you hun- 


pe 


1. You are the High Court for the adminĩſtration of righte- 


ouſneſſe, and if righteoufneffe faile here, what ſhould become of us? 


Y. remember Chryſoſtome hath a Similitude, expreffing how fad it ig 
when men in high place are evill ; When it’s darke in the vallies, then 


_ as to mardi night ; but when it begins to be darke on the bills, tben ip, 


neere night; but when it’s darke above in the firmament, then it’s bigh 
night : When there's unrighteouſneſſe in thoſe that are beneath, 
this argues that night is coming;but when there's unrighteouſneſſe 


higher, 
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| higher, then its neere night; but if it (hould lrappen tobe dark fill - 


higher N the skies, oh then it would be high night indeed. 

. 2. Tou are a ſtanding Court, that isto continue as long as you 
pleaſe, therefore you had need be the more righteous in your waies, 
that the people may the more blefle God for the perpetuating of 
this Parliament, otherwife their fpirits will bee amazed, ſeein 
themſelves brought into a fad condition by that which a while 


— fincethey fo much rejoyced in. 
3. You have puld downe unrighteous Courts, doe not you 


build up that that you have deſtroyed: this is your glory to the 


Nations that are about you, & that that Saints have bleſt God for. 


4. Youhave lifted up your hands to the High God for righte- 
oulneſſe, which never yet any Parliament in England hath done, 
in ſuch manner as you have. 


5. You your felves have lately groan d under the oppreſſions 


of unrighteoufnefle, many of you have bees the chiefe that have 
had the load of oppreſſions upon you, you then hungted after 
righteoufneffe ; oh that the time might come, that righteouſneſſe 


. might prevaile in England ! how happy would England be, if righ- 


teoufneffe did prevaile? if thofe that are righteous might be in Au- 


thoritie and place, how would England rejoyce then ? Now the 
Lord hath put the opportunitie in your hands, doe you then now 


fatisfie hungry and thirftie.foules with that which your ſoules ere 
while hungred and thirfted after. 


6. Theexpe&ation of the poore are upon you, their complaints = 


are, Wee have not had righteoufneffe beneath, but when we come 


up, ſurely we ſhall have ic now; this isa Parliament that hath fo 


many prayers for it, ſurely wee fhall have nothing but righteouf- 
neſſe here. The Lord forbid, that any fhould finde you like the 


Brooks of Teman, that when they come for water to ſatisfie their 


ſhould finde the brookes dry. | O” 

F. God hath been righteous to you, in juftifying you in your 
righteous Caufe, how hath the Lord ſtretcht forth the right hand 
of his righteouſneſſe in delivering you? You can fay, Righteousis 
the Lord, wee truſted in him, wee know our Cauſe was righteous, 


foules , which thirft after nothing but righteoufneffe, that they 


and therefore depended med Well, faith God, Ple manifeſt 
xm Am | 


my 
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my righteoufnefle for you then, you may fay, Ob God of my rigbte- 
oufneffe, the Parliament of England may fay, Ob God of our Aghteouſ- 
neſſe; faith God, rather then my people that did thirft after righ- 
teouíneffe (hould not haveit, Ple worke from heaven for it. 

8. Much of your eſtates, and of the eſtate of the Kingdome, 
and much bloud hath been {rent , in oppofing unrighteoufnefle. 
What; fhall it coft us fo deare, fo much of our eftates, fo much 
bloud, and (hall there be yetunrightecufneffe remaining? the Lord 
forbid. "M m 

9. And further, you faft and pray more then ever any Parlia- 

ment hath done; read over the 58. of Iſaiah, and fee what prayers 
the Lord accepts of, not fuch prayers where there is [miting ‘with 
the fift, the Lord cares not for them; But this is the faft that I re- 
quire, that you ſpould deale your bread to the bungry, and to deliver the 
opprefjed, 8c. And thus your faſting will be accepted; and without 
this, faith God, Is : M the faft that Idbe require of you? — 
10. Youhavea Kingdome to governe, wherein there are as ma- 
ny of Gods deare Saints (as ever was jn the world; ſince the world 
began) God hath committed them to your care, and therefore 
let righteoufneffe prevaile , fatisfie thofe righteous foules. You 
have as many righteous fervants that doe ferve you, as ever Parlia- 
= had: your ingagements for righteouſneſſe, are beyond all ex- 
reflion. | | 
| d In the ftrength of all thefe ; let that Exhortation of God be 
received by you, in the 5. of Amos 24. Let Judgement run downe 
as waters , and righteou{neffe as a mightie ftreame, I will not ftand to 
examine what fenfe may be given of that Scripture, otherwife then 
what is commonly receiv:d, but take the words as they are, there is 
a truth in them; God ſaith, he would not accept of their peace-offerings, 
As you have dayes of Faſts, fo you have dayes of thankeſgiving; 
now faith God , I will not regard your Songs; what then, Le; 
Judgement run downe as waters, and Aike like a mightie 
ſtreame; There is a great deale of filth ſtill in the Kingdome, God 
would have Righteouſneſſe run downe as a River to cleanſe ir. 
Firſt, Rivers are a bleſſing to a Towne or Citie:the River of Righ- 
teoufnefle when it runs downeas a cleare ſtreame, and that from 
the fountaine of a Court of Parliament, what a great blefling is ic 
to'a Kingdome? D 2. Let 
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2. Let it be, not as a ſtanding water, but he as a Streame. Righ- 2. 
teouſneſſe muk be adive, it is not enough that you are willing, that 
that which is good thould goe on, but you muft be ſtirring in the 
promoting of righteous cauſes. Many a man is willing to ſecond a 
good cauſe, who hath no fpirit to begin init. Thoſe who doe lit- 
tle, will en vie thofe who are active. The floathfull fervant , is an 
evill ſervant; if idleneſſe in the meaneſt Artificer be evil], whac 
is it m the Minifters of Juftice , even of that by which the world 
ftands ? i | 
3. Let it run downelike a River,letit nat be as a pondjimpal'd 3. 
for any mans privaceufe ; If any man (hould impale thefe waters | 
of Righteouſneſſe, for his private ufc, it were juſt with God, chat 
they (hould be to him as the waters of Jealouſie, that they (hould | 
cauſe his thigh to rot, and bis belly to ſwell. Doe not {eeketo drive on 
your private defignes, by that power of Judgement God hath put 
into your hands: Iam now a Parliament-man, I have power in 
my hands, I am now able to doe what I could not doe before, I 
will now improve my advantage thus and chus. Thefe thoughts 
are very vile, Juſtice is too noble, too high, to be brought in fub- 
jection to mens humours, wills, and baſe ends. Heathens ſhall be 
brought in Judgement againſt you.. I remember I have. read of 
Adrian who being declared Emperour, meeting withone againft 
whom he had a private grudge, he ſaye to him, Evafi/ti, Thou haft 
eſcaped me; now I am not to looke after private quarrels, but the 
publique. Know, that you have leſſe opportunitie to revenge your 
own wrongs now, then ever you had before you were choſen Par- 
aaa men; take heed ofimpatingin this water of righteouf* 
nile. yer ag 
4. Let it run downe like a River, ſo as every one may have 4. 

equall portion in it; che poore may come to the River as well as 
the rich, doe not referve chofe waters for hiaſmen, more then for 
others, my Coſen, Benhadad my Brother, and {uch a ones Cofen, 
and the others Cofen ; ch this is not to have Nightecuſneſſe run 
downe tikea River, but to turne it this or that way, as wee pleaſe, 
to be partiall in that which God would have common: as we matt 
not have the faith of our Lord ſeſus Chriſt ia i. ond perſone, 
fo Judgement (which is the Lords ) muk be kept free from si 
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of perfons. It was the honour of Mofes, that he was fo juſt, th at 
he did not regard himfelfe ; he refufed that offer of being made 


a great Nation; you doe not reade of any of his children that 


came to great advancement ; Mofes had opportunitie to have 


made his fonnes the High Priefts, but you read but little of the 


advancement of Mofes kindred ; doe not thinke that places of 
power are given you to advance your ſelves, or kindred, but for 
the fending downeof the River of Righteouſneſſe, for the fatisfy- 
ing of this hungringand thirfting Land. The Land was thirſty, 
and did gape for want of raine the other day; what an honour 
had it been to any company of men, if God had committed to 


them the power of giving raine, ta have refrefhed the thirſty Land? 


ſurely the honour that God hath put upon you is greater, in com- 
mitting the power of Judgement to you, for the refre(hing this our 


Land,w** thirſts fo much after righteoufnefle,as it does at this day. 


s. Let not the waters of Righteouſneſſe, be like waters fetcht 


out ofa Pumpe, that is, with a great deale of diffcultie and ftirre ; 


let none be like to that unrighteous Judge, he was righteous at laft, 
but for all that he is call d an unrighteous Judge, becauſe he would 
not doe righteouſſy but upon Importunitie. Righteouſneſſe muft 


run downe, it muſt run downe readily, there müft be no need of 
pumping it. | | 


6. It muſt not be puddle neither, ic muft run downe clearely ; 
take heed you doe not mix uncleanneſſo in theſe waters of righte- 


_ oufaeffe. Lou know how abominable thoſe were to the Heathen, 
. who caft poyfon into fountaines ; If there be a common fountaine, 


the ſtreames of which refreſhes many people, every one would have 
his hand upon thoſe that ſhould poyfon that fountaine. Let there 
be no perverting of righteoufnefle ; asit comes from God it is very 
cleare, doe not you defile it; let no righteous cauſe come away 
from you with difhonour ; and above all, this is the perverting of 
Juſtice, when the ſword ofit fhall be drawne againſt the Saints. 
7. Let it rundownelike a River, chat is, conſtantly, not like a 


| Land-floud, that hath nothing to feed it; many will be very righ- 


teous in fome things, but in fomeother we finde them otherwiſe; 
but bleffed is tbe man that doth Judgement at all times. I remem- 


~ ber I have read in ehe Annals of France, of one of the Lewis's, that 


ts having 


~ 
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. [having a Courtier come to beg the life of a murtherer, he granted 
him pardon preſently; but reading in the 106. P/al, Bleſſed are they 
` that keepe Fudgement , and be that doth righteoufneffe at all times, he 
withdrew it, and would not pardon him. | 
~ Nowthere are divers things that fhould feed this River of Righ- 
teouſneſſe. 
Firft, true love of God, and his honour. p 
2. Love to yertue for the beauty of it, and hatred to vice for the ` 
deformitie of it. , | 2. 
3. A publique fpirit , prizing common Good more then its ` 
owne. l | 3. 
: 8. Let it rundownelike a River, that is, fwiftly; 59. of Jaiab, 
wer. 14, 15. you have fix expreſſions contrary to this. 1. Judgement 8. 
$ turned backward; 2. Juſtice ſtandeth afar off 53. Truth is fallen in the 
ftfreet t; 4. Equitie cannot enter; 5. Truth failetb; 6. He that departeth. 
from evill, maketh bimfelfe a prey; Then it follows; 1. That God war 
diſpleaſed; 2. His owne arme brought faluatian, and bis rigbreonſue ſſe 
fuftained bim, Y know that there are many things depend upon 
you, and there are ſo many poore hungry people that come for 
righteoufnefle, that you know not how to fatisfie them all at the 6 
ſame time, but yet delay them not more then needs muſt. 
9. Let it run downe as a River, not as a ſmall current, but 9. 
broad, that may reach all, high and low, rich and poore, not as a 
little brooke, that may tak: little ones, but asa River that may 
take the greateſt of all; many times righteoufneffe runs drifling a 
little, here and there a few little ones are dealt with, but it fhould 
run downelikea River, that is, to take the greateſt. Heavie things 
in waters will move as eafily as lighter ; in theſe waters the greateſt 
ſhould be made to yeeld as well as the leaſt. | | 
10. Laſtly, letit run downeas a mightie ftreame, powerfully, — 10. 
there fhould be majeftieand power in the Courts of Righteouf-. 
neſſe, that the hearts of the proudeft and ſtouteſt evill-doers, may 
be made to tremble. And fuch a River of Righteoufneffe will fa- . 
tisfie this thirftieLand. Izi, 41. 17. The poore and the needy ſeeke wa- 
ter, and there is none, aud their tongue faileth for thirft, I she Lord 
will besre, Iwill open Rivers : The Lord heare, and open this Rive 
for us; the Lord deliver us from a dearth of righteouínefle, - 
l "he 
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; The people having been under great oppreffions, are greedy in 


theirfeeking to fatisfie their hunger, but the Lord keepe them from 
feeking it tumultuquſly, that they out of their impatience under 
their oppreſſions, doe not preſſe upon the Minifters of Juſtice. As 
the people in Samaria having been pitiched with hunger, prelfed 
tumultuoufly upon that Lord, whom the King of Ifrael ( 2 Kis. 5. 
17.) appointed to have charge of the gate, chat he dyed, every one 
being greedy of bréad, not being able to Ray till it was doled out 
in an orderly way unto them. The evill would be exceeding great, 
if the people impatient for want of ſatisfaction, fhould conte {0 tu- 
multuouſly upon you, as that you fhould give them out this bread 
for feare. a | ME 
Hut if any of you fhould now fay of this rightéouftielle, ag-Pilate 
once of truth, What is truth] fo, Whats righteonfielfe? What 
ſhould we doe for the fatisfying the hungry and thirftfe after rigk· 
teouſneſſe? | a a 

Tanfwer; Firft,you muft confider the caute of the poore;Pro.29. 


7. The righteous confidereth the camps of thé poore, but the wicked regard- 


eth not to know it. Thus you muft conſider, a poore man who 
comes out of che Countrey, how far comes he? perhaps he eint 
a hundred miles, or more, perhaps he hath brought witnefles with 


him sat what charge then muft this pobre man neéds be at to get 


this bread ? let him have it. | 

2. Confider, He is a poore man, and it’s like he hath no friends 
to make way for him, he comes meerly in the ſtrength of the juft- 
neſſe of his Caufe ; he hath not money enough to get Lawyefs to 
plead for him 3 you fhould confider this. 


3. You fhould confider, the cauſe is ſuch, that if he hath not 


righteous Judgement, he will be utterly undone. " 

4. You fhould confider, chat if he (hould goe away without ha- 
ving fatisfa&ion, how all the Malignants in the Countfey will be 
ready to laugh, jeere, fcorne him, and to oppreſſe him the more; 


he will be in a farre worſe condition, theti he was before he ſought 


kelpe from you: Now a righteous man wil con ſider thus, the canſe of 
the poore, wher as a wicked man cares not to Nom it. No; he fitsat his 
full Table, and let the poore man doe what he will, let hith be op- 
preſſed, let him ſtarve, let him be undone o he cares not: But the 
E 2 righteous 
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come before you. 


2. It's righteous, that thofe that are Delinquents fhould be pu- 
niſhed. What was the E title of our warre,but the raifing of the 


Poffe Regni, for thetaking of Delinquents, and bringing them to 
condigne punifhmenc? We made very much ufe of this argument 
continually, for the fatisfying men.in the juftice ofthe warre. 
If a Judge in the Countrey Mall have the command of the Poſſe Co- 
mitatui, to fetch in Delinquents that are rebellious, then the Par- 
liament hath the power of the Poffe Regni. Now then if God hath 
given them into your hands, there will not appeare that righte- 
ouſneſſe, as heretofore was thought to bee, if they eſcape without 
condigne puni(hment. . | - A : 
3. If. you have any rewards, it is righteous that thofe be re- 
warded that have been faithfull for you, that they may not bee 
lockt upon with an evill eye. Certainely,thofe who have been mof 


_ faithfull for you, ſuffer fo much the more by your enemies for your 


fakes. Others are inraged againft them, becaufe of their faithful- 
neſſe to you s They can fay, had it not been for your forwardneffe 


for the Parliament, wee had never been brought to this; and there- 


fore certainly you are to looke to it; that they be cherifhed, coun- 
tenanced, rewarded fo much the more by you. ME 
4. And efpecially you are to looke to this, that none that have 


been faithfull may be brought under the power of thofe that have 


been Delinguents, either in regard of taxes, or any way of Judi- 
. cature, they will now revenge themſel ves upon them; aye, yee were 
. thofethat have been the caufe of this trouble, you were che men 
to further this warre; What an unrighteous oppreſſion is this ? If 


there be no fuch oppreſſion, what meane thofe cryes our eares are 


filled with? and if there be, furely their cries muft needs be heard 
in Heaven. l 


J 5. Let not thoſe who live peaceably » and labour to know the 
minde of Chrift to the uttermoft that they are able, be accounted — 
the troublers of the Nation, it is righteous that they fhould not be 


ſo eſteemed. Such as can appeale to God, that it is thepreateft 
trouble that they have in this world, the greateſt affliQion that 


they can come no neerer to their Brethren then they doe, and bs 
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theres no difficulde but that they would goe through, nothing 
but fin, ſhall hinder them from coming neere them. If theſe ſhould 


be accounted che troublers of che Nation, chis will be judged un- | 


righceoulnefie ia Heaven. | - 

6. Agreatcare fhould be had, æhat violence be net uſed to force 
thofe thing in Religion upon men, that they neither doe, nor it 
may be cannot underftand ; I thall not in this, nor in any thing 


- elf, meddlein matters of Controverfie. For I judge it unfutable to 


thefe dayes of fafting, they muft not be dayes of ſtrife. I bleffe God 
for the. moderation of my reverend Brother in the morning, and 
for his pious labours. Therefore all that I (hall fay here,fhall be but 


In vray of moderation.Confider bat of this thing, that there is more 


neceflitie that men fhould come to know matters of Religion, and 
the grounds of them, before they practice them, then that «hey 
fhould know things in the State before they obey. In matters that 


concerne the State, men may with a good confcience truft the 


State, though they doe not underſtand how they be for the good 
of the State, yet if I fee not unrighteoufneffe in chem, I may truſt 
thole who are in place of power. Asa man may truſt a Phyſitian 
for his body , and take what he prefcribes, although he does not 
know the nature of the Phyficke prefcribed, fo beit he knowes no- 
thing to the contrary but that it may be good. But I may not 
truſt any manio fpirituall things fo , but Imuſt know the thing it 
felfe „and the ground ofit, in matter of Gods worfhip , before I 


can obey it. I am bound to fearch , and try, and pray, that when 


I doe what is injoyned, I may doe it of faith. And if this be fo, 
ſurely there fhould be much tenderneſſe cowards thofe who differ 
from us, in urging with violence upon poore people, fuch things 
that learned Divines are many yeares fearching, debating, before 


—— =i 


they can fatisfie themſelves in them; and when the things they 


differ in, are no other then what a very great part of Magiftrates, 
Minifters, people, lately underftood little of. And be not onely 
carefull, that in your dayes there be no oppreſſion of fuch, but that 
there may be laid no foundation of oppreſſion for after yeares ; 
ìf this be not your care now, poore people oppreſſed, may be 
crying for righteouſneſſe „ when you ſhall not be able to helpe 
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7. Itis righteous, that you deliver us from Tyranny, from 7. 
Arbitrary Governmentsit is righteous that we fhould know when. M 


ee doe tranſgreſſe. God hath made it to fall before you, and hee 
Rach put power into your hands to keepe it from rifing , ſuffer ic 
not to rife againe. Wee reade in Scripture of Aba, and Amsziah: 2Chro.28.2 3 
The one worſhipped the gods chat overcame him, this was no ° 
wonder; but the other worfhipped the gods that hee had over-- 2Chro.: 3.14. 
come, this was ſtrange. D o : | 
28. Iris righteous, that youfhould have fuch an eye upon, and g. 
care over under-Officers your Committees, to call them to ac- 
oount, ſo as they may bé kept from fheltring unrighteous practiſes 
under your power; you deſire to make uſe of the Gentry, take 
heed of making ule ofthoſe who are tantam non, if not altogether ~ 
malignant; and berauſe many of them have been fo, you have been 
. forced to make ufe of meane men, they need a carefull overfight, 
becauſe it is a great temptation to inen of meane qualltie, and 
"Tow eftates, to come to have power över thofe who were above 
them, or equall to them, and to have any thing to doe in the dif- 
pofing of other mens eſtates; I poore mas that oppreffeth is like a 
"frvecping. rhine tbarlesvetbnofood. — dE 
9. Laftly, It is righteous, thatthofe whom God hath honou- 9. 
red in uſing as his in ſtruments of your fafety, the prefervation of 
Vour eftatesand honours, that you ſhould countenance and ho- 
nour; let not the Chronicles of Exgland have a record of un- 
righteous ingratitude in this thing, God hath helped them to con- 
quer your enemies, doe you helpe them to conquer envie, their 
eouſneſſe ‘will doe ic. mE AN 
For the cloſe of all, I had thought to have fet before you the 
‘excellency, che beauty that there is in righteouſneſſe, co have taken 
your hearts with it. By it not onely the world is kept from con- 
fufton, but the Kingdome of Chrift is preſerved. Pal. 45. 6. Thy 
‘throne, ob God, is for ever and ever; the fcepter of thy Kingdome is a 
"fight ſerpter. It is that for which the Father anoints Chrift with 
the oyle of gladneffe above his followes. ver. 7. Thou loveft rigbteouf- 
neſſe and bateft wictedneſſe, therefore God, even thy God bath anointed 
thee with tbe ogle of gladne(fé above thy fellowes. Righteouſneſſe is the 
Churches glory, Iſai. 61. " Hee hath covered he with the aee of 
"E | Ta | rigbie- 
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" rigbteouneffa a a Bridegroome decketh bim[elfa with ornaments, and a 
` 4 Bride ihe adorneth ber felfe with Jewels.: . EE 
I told you the former righteouſneſſe, the righteouſneſſe of 
. Chrift was a glorious Robe; this alſo is a robe and a Diadem: 
Job. 29. 14. [put on , le , and it clothed me, my judgement 
was a Robe, and a Diadem, This made his glory to continue freſh 
in him, ver. . e ME hr. 
I! bere are three things I know you defire ; you would gladly 
f ettle a ſafe peace; You would faine be inſtruments in your gene- 
.' A ration to exalt the Nation; You would maintaine your authori- 
tie in the hearts of men, that they may feare you: Righteouſneſſa 
Will certainly ſatisfie in all theſe threr. 
For the firk, 1/2. 32. 17. The worke of righteoufneffe ball be peace; 
and the effect of rigbteoufneffe , quierneſſe and afjurance for ever. Doe 
not fay, you put us upon exact righteouſneſſe, this may breed di- 
fturbances ; you may fpeake like a Divine, but you ſpeake not like 
. aPolititian. This text in Iſalab, makes me thinke that I have fpo- 
ken Policy as well as Divinitieto you; Divine Policy; thennrigh- 
teous plots , fetches , devices of men fhall not bring peace, but 
the worke of righteouſneſſe thall bring peace; Ady God fays, there ie 
E no peace: to the wicked, but my God fays, The werke. of rigbttoufneffe 
all ba peace, It may be, it wilt not fo appeare whileit is working 
at the firſt, but the effect ofi righteou(neffe ſball be quietneſſe. But max 
we be aſſured of this? Ves; quiet neſſe, and an aſſur ange; it thall be 
no mock- peace, no vaine colour of peace to drive on fome mif- 
chievous defigne ; it fhall be aſſirunce. But will it hold. ? yes ; 
affurance for ever: Oh bleffed rigbreaſaeſſe | our. foules hunger 
and thirft after thee. Oh how fweet , how good, would 
the prevailing of righteoufneffe be! efpecially at ſuch a time as. 
this. : ; ? . li P ` — ; 
The fecond thing you deſire, is to exalt che Nation; no fach 
way for this as by righteouſneſſe. Pro. 13. 34. Righteou{neffe exaltetb 
a Nation. Some nations are honoured above others for their va« 
lour in warre ; fome for their wiſdome in policy; fome for their 
` Fiches; fome for their civility in behaviour ; fome for their anti- 
quitie; but this righteouſneſſe is that which exalte.a Nation above 
all. Deut. 4. 8. What nation i there fo great, that bath Statutes and 
| | en (0 Jodgemems 
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Fadgements fo righteons, as all this Lam that Ifet before you ? If righ- 
teotis Statutes and Lawes, make a Nation great and honourable 
above others, how great and honourable will the righteous exe- 
cution and performance of thofe righteous Scatutes and Lawes 
make a Nation to be? APP 
. Thirdly, would you preferve your authoritie in mens hearts, 
it concernes you and us all, that the authoritie of fuch a high | 
Court ſhould be maintained in the hearts of menʒ If (light thoughts | | 
of your power prevaile in mens hearts, wee are undone. All that N 
dere thegood of the Kingdome, fhould feek to make your autho- 
ride awfull in the hearts of people; it concernes you efpecially to 
be carefull you doe that which may gaine this feare of you in the ` 
- hearts of men, thereis nothing will doe it more then righteouf- 
nefle. Pſal. 14. 5. There were they in great feart 5 for God is in the Gene- 
ration of tbe rigbteous. But that Scripture 1 Kings 3, 28. is famous 
for this, when Solomon had given an experiment of his righteouf- 
neſſe in judging fuch righteous judgement between the two Har- 
lots; marke what the Text faith ; And al Ifrael beard the judgement 
the King bad judged. What then? And they feared the King; fon 
th = the wiſdome of God was in bim to doe judgement. Thus let 
od i e Kingdome heare of your righteous judgements; let this be 
- knowne throughout all the parts of the Kingdome, that whofoe- 
ver comes up to you, finds nothing but righteous proceedings, 
they goe away with their foules ſatisfied with your righteoufnefle, 
bleffing God. This will make che Citie , the Countrey , ‘all the 
Kingdome to feare you. Howfoever bold wretched fpirits may 
dare in troubleſome times to venture preſumptuous {peeches, 
yet goc you on, be not afraid of proceedingin righteous judge- 
ment, God is with you, you hall be exalted in the hearts of the 
people of'the Land, they will feare you, and obey you. 
| What ſhall I further fay ? | 
WW . ould you have found wiſdome laid up for you? Oh then be 
. righteous ; Tbe Lord lays up found wi ſdome for the righteous. . 
Would you have God among you? God is in the Generation of the 
ngbteour,Plab 14. um. lo: 
Would you have your houſes ftand? The boue of the righteous 
. [Pall ſtand, Prov. 12. 7. E | 
Would 
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